[Endocrinological and histomorphological studies of testicular atrophy in myotonic dystrophy (author's transl)].
Testicular atrophy in myotonic dystrophy is caused by a primary and progressive atrophy of the seminiferous tubules. Endocrinological studies with synthetic LH(ICSH)-RH in two patients demonstrated the complete absence of FSH feed back mechanism. Glycogen content was markedly diminished or completely absent, as demonstrated histochemically, both in the morphologically intact and in damaged tubules. The endocrinological and morphological results both demonstrate that insufficiency of the Sertoli cells is the primary damage in the pathogenesis of testicular atrophy in myotonic dystrophy.